Abstract
Introduction
Bernhard Varenius' Geographia Generalis (1650) is considered one of the À rst works to introduce a more disciplined approach to the subject of geography. It was also the À rst textbook on record to be used in general geography in an American college.
2 Therefore, it is interesting to note the extent to which the ideas, as well as the conception of geography expressed in this book, might have inÁ uenced two of his famous successors in this À eld: the Virginian politician and scientist Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) and the Prussian explorer and scientist Alexander von Humboldt (1769-1859).
Both men are considered the founders of modern geography. But whereas Humboldt-who, along with Carl Ritter (1779-1859), established the Berlin Geographical Society in 1828 and turned geography into a formal academic discipline-is recognized as the originator of modern physical and biological geography, Jefferson's case is different. Due to Jefferson's numerous achievements as a politician, especially as the third president of the United States (1801-1809), relatively few scholars have dealt explicitly with him as a geographer. 3 Nevertheless, especially with his geographical study Notes on the State of Virginia, 4 the Virginian contributed greatly to science in general and to American geography in particular. This book, upon which much of his fame as a scientistphilosopher was based, 5 is regarded as the most important scientiÀ c and political work written by an American before 1785. These notes constitute a memorable expression of the ideas of the Enlightenment in a wider sense, but are also, and more particularly, an expression of the American Enlightenment. Providing much data about Virginia speciÀ cally, the Notes also develop Jefferson's ideas concerning religious freedom, the separation of church and state, an analysis of representative government versus dictatorship, theories on art and education, his attitude toward slavery, as well as his interest in science generally.
